Economy vs. Environment
Trade-off is unavoidable in life, and choices have to be made. Sometimes we make choices in pursuit of what we want, to reflect the value of something. And sometimes we are forced to choose without the complete knowledge of the circumstances of the choice we make. The pressing decision which every one of us needs to make is between economic development and environmental protection. So, which side deserves pre-emption?

Economists argue that strong, wealthy nations have been working very hard for the past few decades to climb up the social ladder as high as possible and to gain leadership positions internationally. Environmentally friendly “Green Rules” clearly are not in line with their money making strategies, and will lead to an increase in production cost. Firms and factories which are unable to cope with this will close down and mass unemployment will result. Economic men, who aim at minimizing cost and maximizing profit, will only play by one rule, the Golden Rule – “never make a bet if you can’t afford to lose it”. Because of this Golden Rule, he who has the gold makes the rule. Money is power and it is unlikely it will ever change. Human beings are self-centered maximizers and will never be content with whatever they already have on their doorsteps, especially when they know there are still other ways to own more.

In reality, for many nations, environmental rules are not in their interests. For example, closing China’s huge iron and steelwork, a major source of pollution, will cost 40,000 jobs. The application of strict environmental policies would create barriers to economic progress, at a risk to social and economic stability.

Moreover, economic development is vital for meeting the basic needs of the growing population of developing countries. If they are not allowed to industrialize, these nations will have to bring in measures to limit population growth just to preserve more vital resources such as water. We cannot expect developing nations to share the green concerns as much as developed countries do, when they are facing dire starvation, poverty and are in a constant battle for survival. Industrialization is their only way out. For countries with weak economic foundation and a low level of industrialization, economic development can solve their people’s increasing daily needs.
However, the above claims have attracted criticisms for describing economic benefits as “goal one”, while listing environmental protection as “goal two”. Environmentalists claim that the protection cannot be placed on the back-burner and “equal weight” has to be attached.

Economic benefits drive away the notions on the importance of the environment because the focus is more on profit and less on environment. This can be seen in greenhouse effect and global warming. Certainly, the earth will have to face more upcoming tremendous “surprises” as a consequence of our choice with enough respect to the environment. Looking after our fragile world has to be in partnership with economy. Economic development is to improve people’s living standard, but environmental protection includes both the protection of people’s living environment and the natural environment. Why not give up only 4% of economic benefits to reduce the greenhouse gas emission by 40%?

What is more, people fail o recognize environment is there to facilitate all our basic needs. Economics is only one driving force of our social needs that exist within the bigger framework of the environment. Developed nations are where they are now because they once misused natural resources and have triggered detrimental effects on the global environment. The move should now be towards global environmental sustainability because, ultimately, it is the environment that supersedes all.

In conclusion, environmental protection and economic development are not incompatible. It is not a must for us to choose one out of them and give up another. In fact, in the process of economic development attention must be paid to protecting the environment, and vice versa.
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