Janice Tung 


Dear Editor, 
I am writing in response to the article entitled “Beyond Dreams” which posted on the 20th August, 2010. This article unearths one of the most significant breakthroughs in Hong Kong’s cultural areas. Three world-class master-planning teams will unveil their conceptual plans for the West Kowloon Cultural District, ushering in a three-month public engagement exercise. 

The three conceptual plans for the West Kowloon Cultural District shed new light on Hong Kong's arts and cultural scene. Hong Kong enjoys an overwhelming reputation as a cosmopolitan financial hub and as a shopping and eating out paradise. Woefully, but not surprisingly, Hong Kong is rarely described as a beacon of arts.  
The window of opportunity for arts and culture in Hong Kong has always been narrow. Polishing the West Kowloon Cultural District could precisely provide Hong Kong a precious opportunity to establish cultural cohesion and escalate public awareness on cultural aspects. This is a paramount step but much more has to be done. 
Besides establishing infrastructure, education is indubitably a thorough and pertinent way to encourage public engagement in arts and culture activities. The young generation will be the future pillar of our society. Inculcation of the sense of arts would cultivate their fancy to performing arts among the teenagers. It is hoped that cultural cohesion and the pervasion of arts would soon be in full display for the world to see. 
Time is needed for the ideas on arts and culture to be deeply entrenched into the mainstream public’s thought. Sincerity of the government, arts of compromise among departments and cordial participation of the public are unequivocally pivotal in the development of arts and culture. Otherwise, the dream of being a beacon of arts would only remain a dream. 
Regards,
Chris Wong 

Wan Chai 

Dear Editor, 

I am writing in response to the article entitled “Age of Vulnerability” which posted on the August 20, 2010. This article reveals the social malaise induced by the increasing life span of women. Policies and programmes will need to take a comprehensive approach in integrating greater social support, financial security, and health promotion for our ageing female population.
In the article, the spotlight shines on the fragile and vulnerable group in our society – Women. Underneath the veneer of affluence and social harmony in Hong Kong, the picture of anguish and plight is depicted. Women with low social status, low education level and low salary are stuck on the bottom rung on social ladder. True, the well-fed don't know how the starving suffers. Their hardships, aggravated by the increasing life span, are completely neglected by the society; with no one is showing sympathy towards the stranded women. 
Policies that could sufficiently whet the appetite of the people are desperately needed. Financial support to those who could not taste the fruit of economy blooming and make a living should be indubitably and imminently given. At the same time, different types of retraining schemes should be introduced in the hope to enhance the competitiveness of women. Social equality should never be trampled down in any sense. Discrimination which would undermine common decency and damage our social fabric should be uprightly eradicated.         
Hong Kong, in most of the time, prides herself for social harmony and solidarity. Apathy towards the rigour of the elderly women should not be accepted or tolerated. The government policies often put the emphasis on the general welfare of the people, promising to provide an alluring living environment and escalate living quality. This is genuinely welcomed, but promises require action.
Regards,
Chris Wong 

Wan Chai 

