Dear Editor,                                            1st August,2010

I am writing in repose to the article “Litany of warnings preceded mudslide” I want to show my disgust at the response of Chinese government to the repeated disasters in China. Warnings have been made by our nature, but that did not ring a bell to the officials. Sadly, the Chinese government seems never to learn a lesson from that. 
The Chinese government was in a passive role in handling the disasters. It could not prevent the massive damages and casualties in these great misfortunes. The Chinese government would rather pour superabundant resources in developing China as the strongest economy in Asia, but put people’s lives in disdain. The government did not take the initiative to prepare for the next potential disaster.  

There were critics called the premier of China, Wen Jiabao, as the Best Actor. It was true, in the sense that we saw him show up every single time when there was a disaster. Of course his has to be the highest ranking official to make the quickest response as that is part of his duty. We saw him in TV wearing simple clothing, sweating and consoling the victims and rescuers with his deepest concern and care. We sympathized with the victims and helpers. We even sympathized with Wen for his insistence and persistence to maneuver the rescue work. No doubt it was a tough job, especially in his age. However, let us put our personal feeling away. Wen did not change or improve people’s living environment to prevent a disaster turning into a monstrous catastrophe. What Wen had done were merely immediate measures which lacked profound effectiveness. 
Ignorance of the Chinese officials leaves potential danger to Chinese people. After the investigation of Zhouqu mudslide, it is said to be a complete disaster, not a human induced misfortune. This kind of cliché from Chinese official is not sporadic. No one is surprised. In fact, people with common sense would understand that the damage and destruction of the mudslide could be minimized, if the government had put its effort in precluding it . Even a rising dragon, China, could do nothing but let it destroy the home, the family and the hearts of people. It shows that besides economic prosperity, other aspects in China remain backward. 
Wen’s empty promises do not make things better. Everyone’s life is hanging by a thread. The potential dangers of buildings in China in particular those in rural places are imminent. The Chinese government needs to give all-round examination to building’s structure. And residents should be settled in a safe place with basic facilities. 

A miss is as good as a mile. And we do not have bargaining chips any more. We really need to deal with our nature right now. Either save it or lose it. What so other readers think?

Yours faithfully,

Chris Wong

